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SUBJECT: ¥r. Burnhans's Speech on Pelitioal Barfare, b P w*‘“

Including Propaganda

¥r. Burnhaz included in his definition of political warfare
practicelly &ll forms of warfare short of open use of force—
sconozdc warfare, psycholegiesl warfare, etc.

The gist of his remaris was that the U.S. had no overall
plan and no overall objective for the conduct of political war.
fare, and as a vesult little had been accomplished although mmch
noney had besn spent. He sdvocated preparation of an overall
pian, the asssigneent cf specific missicns, and the organization
of task farces to accomplish them; e.g., & task force %o separate
Albania from the Hioc hy a certain date.

His speech was well prepared, clever, and well deliversd,
with many colorful phrases. He mae roundly applanded., My om
impression was thst ho disregarded entirely the probable conse-
quences of scme of the measures he advocated, the difficulty of
eoordinating economic warfare, perchological warfare, covert
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operations, stc. in & deaocracy, and the limitations of pelitical
warfare.

1 believe the initisl impression left on his sudience was
good, but that this fmpressicn d1d not last long, and that most
of them felt that although some improvement could be made in the
socordination of the efforte of USIA, ICA, CIA, and all government
agencies engsged in politissl warfare, mw- suggesticns were
impractical and his general indistment of U.S. failure in the field
of political warfare overly severs. 1 do not remssber if he made
direct reference to CIA or notj I tock it to be a general indict-

ment of USTA, ICA, CIA, ete.

This symposium ended with a discussion by a panel of the
questions raised in the formal speeches. The only mentlom of
Burnham's speech made by the panelists that I reecall, was that
Mr. ¥i1lian Foster stated hs disagreed with Mr, Burnham's state-
ment to the effect that all U.8. effarts in the field of pelitical
war had fuiled, =nd cited Yugoslavis as a notable success. 1
bel ieve that $f Burnham'zs spesch had made a desp impression, there
would have been more discussion of it by the panel.
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